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TRUMP-RUSSIA PROBE 


FLYNN 


GUILTY 


Becomes first cooperating witness 
from senior White House ranks 


By Michael D. Shear 
and Adam Goldman 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON » President 
Donald Trump’s former na- 
tional security adviser, Mi- 
chael Flynn, pleaded guilty 
Friday to lying to the FBI 
about conversations with 
the Russian ambassador 
last December, becoming 
the first senior White House 
official to cut a cooperation 
deal in the special counsel’s 
wide-ranging inquiry into 
election interference. 

Flynn’s discussions with 
Sergey Kislyak, the Rus- 
sian ambassador, were part 
of a coordinated effort by 
Trump’s aides to create 
foreign policy before they 
were in power, documents 
released as part of Flynn’s 
plea agreement show. Their 
efforts undermined the ex- 
isting policy of President 
Barack Obama and flouted 
a warning from a senior 
Obama administration offi- 
cial to stop meddling in for- 
eign affairs before the inau- 
guration. 

The documents do not 
disclose what Trump knew 
about Flynn’s discussions. 
But in at least one instance, 
prosecutors say, Flynn was 
directed by a “very senior 
member” of the presidential 
transition team to discuss 
a U.N. resolution. Trump’s 
lawyers believe that un- 
identified aide was Trump’s 


son-in-law and close adviser, 
Jared Kushner, according to 
a lawyer briefed on the mat- 
ter. 

The transition team was 
led by Vice President Mike 
Pence. Its top members in- 
cluded Kushner; Reince 
Priebus, Trump’s first chief 
of staff; and K.T. McFar- 
land, who was Flynn’s dep- 
uty and was later appointed 
to be the ambassador to Sin- 
gapore. Flynn spoke to Mc- 
Farland about another of his 
conversations with Kislyak, 
according to the lawyer. 

Flynn’s decision to plead 
guilty to lying to investiga- 
tors about those conversa- 
tions marked a significant 
new phase in the investiga- 
tion of the special counsel, 
Robert Mueller, and a polit- 
ically treacherous develop- 
ment for the president and 
his closest aides, whose ac- 
tivities in the West Wing 
are being scrutinized by FBI 
agents, lawmakers, federal 
prosecutors and the media. 

The admissions by Flynn 
have the potential to re- 
shape the public’s under- 
standing of what the pres- 
ident’s associates said and 
did in the days after Trump’s 
unexpected election victory. 
And they suggest that pros- 
ecutors now have a cooper- 
ative source of information 
from inside the Oval Office 
during the administration’s 
chaotic first weeks. 
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Above: Gen. Michael Flynn agreed to take a 
polygraph and, if asked, to participate in covert law 
enforcement activities. 
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A protester stands outside federal court while 
Flynn was inside pleading guilty to lying to the FBI. 
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“My guilty plea and agreement 

to cooperate with the Special 
Counsel’s Office reflect a decision 
Imade in the best interests of my 
family and of our country.” 

— Gen. Michael Flynn, in a written statement 


Hashing out changes 


The biggest challenge for organizers might 
be getting the blessing of local authorities 


By Brooke Staggs 
bstaggs@scng.com 
@JournoBrooke on Twitter 


Some 25,000 people are ex- 
pected to head to San Ber- 
nardino this weekend to watch 
hip-hop shows, sample mari- 
juana products and celebrate 
cannabis culture during Tommy 
Chong’s Blazers Cup. 

The festival is one of a couple 
dozen marijuana-themed events 
held each year at the city’s Na- 
tional Orange Show center. And 
California’s cannabis events cir- 
cuit keeps getting bigger, with 
more than 100,000 people a 
year attending shows such as 
the Chalice festival in Victor- 
ville, the Emerald Cup in Santa 
Rosa and High Times maga- 
zine’s Cannabis Cup series. 

But the future of many of 
those events is uncertain thanks 
to one sentence buried in 276 
pages of rules California re- 
cently released to regulate the 
cannabis industry. 

Unlike regulations initially 
passed in Colorado and other 
states that have legalized recre- 
ational marijuana, the new rules 
for California’s industry do offer 
a route for cannabis festivals to 
continue. 


= 


Starting Jan. 1, festival orga- 
nizers will be eligible for per- 
mits that will allow them to host 
events where marijuana can le- 
gally be sold and consumed. 

Those permits come with 
a slew of conditions that will 
make future marijuana festi- 
vals look less like the free-for- 
all events that weed-loving Cal- 
ifornians are used to seeing and 
more like closely regulated craft 
beer or wine festivals — but with 
cannabis. 

The rules also restrict mar- 
ijuana events to the 80 county 
fair or district agricultural as- 
sociation properties scattered 
throughout California. 

But the single rule that may 
pose the biggest challenge for 
festival organizers is a sentence 
that requires an operator to get 
written permission from the city 
where their event will be held. 

“For each event they do, they 
have to have local authoriza- 
tion,” said Lori Ajax, chief of the 
state’s Bureau of Cannabis Con- 
trol, which will license events. 

It’s unclear how much money 
a pot festival generates for the 
surrounding community. No 
one has tracked that figure. 

So, given how many city coun- 
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to cannabis festivals 
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People wait in line for food near the food trucks at High Times SoCal 
Cannabis Cup in San Bernardino in April. 


“For each event they do, they 
have to have local authorization.” 


— Lori Ajax, chief of the state’s Bureau of Cannabis Control, 
which will license marijuana-themed events 


GOP tax 
reform 


clears 
Senate 


Last-minute wrangling 
focused on getting 
votes; it passed 51-49 


By Alan Fram, Marcy Gordon 
and Stephen Ohlemacher 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » Republicans 
pushed a nearly $1.5 trillion tax 
bill through the Senate early to- 
day after a burst of eleventh-hour 
horse trading, as a party starved 
all year for a major legislative tri- 
umph took a giant step toward 
giving President Donald Trump 
one of his top priorities by Christ- 
mas. 

“Big bills are rarely popular. 
You remember how unpopular 
‘Obamacare’ was when it passed?” 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch Mc- 
Connell, R-Ky., said in an inter- 
view, shrugging off polls show- 
ing scant public enthusiasm for 
the measure. He said the legisla- 
tion would prove to be “just what 
the country needs to get growing 
again.” 

Senate approval came on a 51- 
49 roll call with Sen. Bob Corker, 
R-Tenn., the only lawmaker to 
cross party lines. The measure fo- 
cuses its tax reductions on busi- 
nesses and higher-earning indi- 
viduals, gives more modest breaks 
to others and offers the boldest 
rewrite of the nation’s tax system 
since 1986. 

Republicans touted the pack- 
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Mater Dei plays for CIF-SS 
championship tonight 

The Monarchs take on St. John 
Bosco in the CIF-SS Division 1 
title game, and Katella defeated 
Covina, 55-49, in Division 11 

on Friday night. sports 6-7 


Trojans take Pac-12 title 
with win over Cardinal 


USC won its first Pac-12 title since 
2008, beating Stanford, 31-28. 
The win likely advances the 
Trojans to the Fiesta Bowl. sports 


Waiting in long lines for ... 
a $12.99 candy cane? 


Made by hand by Disneyland chefs 
only during the holiday season, the 
fresh candy treats have a decid- 
edly devoted following. LocaL1 


Trump denies reports that 

he wants Rex Tillerson out 
The president on Friday labeled as 
“fake news” any speculation that 

the secretary of state would soon 
be pushed out of his job. NeEws3 


Utility blocked from 
charging for fire costs 

The CPUC denied San Diego Gas 
& Electric’s request to charge 
ratepayers $379 million after 
investigators found its power lines 


sparked huge wildfires in 2007. 
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Coast Inland 
Full weather forecast » PAGE B8 
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